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new, and involves some matters which are still controversial__

so  far as mathematical  reasoning  can be  controversial__I

have found it necessary to spend some little time in examining
the foundations of the theories in some detail. I have cmlv
been able to deal with the beginnings of .some of the difficult
questions which arise, and I am sorry that for want of time 1
have been compelled to leave out many illustrations of the
practical utility of the methods; I have had to spend time on
the theory rather than on the practice. My object will have
been completely attained if I have succeeded in indicating
the scope and the interest of the application of the theory of
error, a subject which urgently needs the co-operation of
serious students, alike to calculate experimental data, which
are very much wanting, and to criticize, establish, and enlarge
the body of theory.s. For example, given that the
